The Sequel.
in his desire to take vengeance while Arjuna was alive
Takshaka appears to have waited for his opportunity
against his grandson. Parikshit having been cursed by
a Rishi to* be bitten by a serpent confined himself in a
water palace to which no access was allowed to anybody.
A Brahmin once presented fruit to Parikshit and from
one of these a small worm came out which Parikshit
took up in jest and said, " Let this worm bite me in
order that the sage's curse may be fulfilled1/' and verily
the worm grew into Takshaka himself who bit him and
then flew away in the sky. This story in the Maha-
bharata probably means nothing more than that
. Parikshit was invested in his own city Hastinapura,
and was eventually assassinated by Takshaka in his
own palace, to which he gained access in the dress of a
Brahmin.
The minister of Parikshit made a firm stand and re-
pulsed the attack of Takshaka, who retired to his place.
Janmejaya, the young son of Parikshit, was placed on
the throne of Hastinapura and grew up into a daring
and resolute monarch. When he heard how his father
had been murdered by Takshaka he resolved to take
a signal vengeance on him. The story of Sarpasatra
given in the Mahabharata Adi-parva is only a mytholo-
gical transformation of the deadly war of extermination
which he waged against Takshaka and his people. He
attacked Takshashila and reduced it to submission.
Every Naga or serpent was hunted out and sacrificed in
the Sarpasatra, which was not an otdinaty sacrifice pre-
l'This account somewhat diflFers from the story given in the Bhagfa-
wata, where Parikshit ts not represented to have jested.